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recall of my father from Calcutta. In this business
the Court of Directors, of course, had not been con-
sulted ; and, therefore, had not much to do, beyond
giving some colour to its equity, by yielding to the
false impressions made upon their minds, in opposition
to their former resolution, relative to the Sudder
Dewannee Adaulut. But this was not the first time
that the Directors of the Honourable East India
Company had exhibited a want of steadiness in their
opinion of men and measures. A few weeks before
the resignation of Lord North, they negatived a motion
for removing Sir Elijah Impey from the office of Judge
of their Adaulut. A few weeks after the formation of
the Rockingham and Shelburne Administration, they
did the very opposite to this, voting, on the 30th of
April, that the Governor General should be written to,
and the Chief Justice removed from the said office on
the receipt of their letter.*
This decision only went to deprive my father of the
laborious and unpaid presidency of their court of ap-
peal, which was a relief, rather than a deprivation.
But Mr. Burke, who had, by this time, deeply imbibed
all the prejudices of his informer, was not disposed to
rest satisfied with this simple measure. Francis had
openly declared, as well in India, as in England, that
he would bring about my father's recall; and, to this
object, he and his party applied themselves with the
greatest ardour and activity.
On the 3rd of May, 1782, three days after the vote
of the Court of Directors, an address to the King was
carried in the House of Commons, for the immediate
recall of Sir Elijah Impey, to answer the charge "of
having accepted an office not agreeable to the true in-
tent and meaning of the Act 13 George III." On the
24th of June following, notice of motion was given
in the House of Commons, for a censure upon Mr.
Chambers, for having accepted the office of Company's
Chief Justice at Chinsurah. But General Smith, who
had given notice of this motion, thought proper to
postpone it until the next session. The next session
* See " Beagal Consultations" in the India House, and the." First
Select Committee" in Parliamentary Reports.